Common Native Plants and Groups found in Schools in the Perth Region
1. The Banksia Family
(Proteaceae)
Adaptations to nutrient
poor soils / Coevolution of
species (birds)

Question: How can the plants around my school enhance
student learning in my lessons?
Answer: In countless ways..
Kwongan Kids is committed to finding new ways of using the unique aspects of Western Australian
Flora to strengthen pedagogy. We teach in Perth, possibly the most bio-diverse city on the planet!
Surely there is something to learn from what floral ecology was here before us, how it survives here
and what it survives alongside. There are proven educational benefits to developing local eco-literacy
within students. Furthermore a study of our native plants is often a study of the
significant indigenous history of the region and may also contribute to aspects of conservation in a
globally recognised biodiversity hotspot.
But where do we start? How do we know what has been here for millions of years and what has not?
A good start is to first group the plants into groups or families. This resource simply links some
common plant families and groups found around your school to Western Australian Curriculum
Content Descriptors. For more detailed information on how these links are may be made and the
plants around your school can enhance your lessons contact
Kwongan Kids:
admin@kwongankids.com

10. Sundews
(Droseraceae)
Adaptations for low
nutrient soils / Carnivorous
plants / Indigenous food

11. Triggerplants
(Stylidaceae)
Unique adaptations for
Pollination

8. Pea Plants
(Fabaceae: Faboideae)

2. Grass Trees
(Xanthorrhoeaceae)
Indigenous food, Cultural,
Medicinal and
Social significance

Coevolution of Species /
Human use of Plants (1080,
Introduced mammal species / Indigenous food /
Adaptations to low nutrient
soils

4. Selected Monocots,
Herbs and Sedges
Evolution / Coevolution of
species / Indigenous
Traditional food, cultural,
spiritual and medicinal

6. Orchids
(Orchidaceae)

12. Wattles
(Fabaceae: Mimosoideae)
Evolution and Speciation /
Soil Nutrition / Nitrogen
Cycle / Indigenous Food /
Symbiosis (parasitism)

Adaptations for Pollination /
Symbiosis (mutualism) /
Evolution / Coevolution

5. The Myrtle Family
(Myrtaceae)
3. Heather Family
(Ericaceae)
Symbiosis (native bees/
Adaptations for Pollination /
Sensory Observations

Habitats and ecosystems /
Sensory observations /
Indigenous cultural and
medicinal significance

7. Parasitic Plants
(Loranthaceae)
Indigenous spiritual and
cultural significance / Adaptations / Symbiosis
(parasitism)

9. Sheoaks
(Casuarinaceae)
Adaptations, Sexual
Dimorphism in plants

13. Weeds of the Perth
Region
Global biomes and climates.
Sustainability / Sustainable
Ecosystems and Invasive
species

14. Zamia
(Zamiaceae)
Ancient, distinct
evolution / Indigenous
food

Western Australian Curriculum content descriptor links to some common native plants found in the Perth region and Links to
Science and Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) learning areas. (Pre-Primary –Year 4)
Pre-Primary
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
SCI
HASS
SCI
HASS
SCI
HASS
SCI
HASS
SCI
HASS

The diversity and longevity of Australia's first peoples
and the ways they are connected to Country/Place)
and their precontact ways of life (ACHHK077)
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples' ways of
living were adapted to available resources and their
connection to Country/Place has influenced their views
on the sustainable use of these resources, before and
after colonisation (ACHGK023)

Zamia

The importance of environments to animals and people,
and different views on how they can be protected
(ACHGK022)

Weeds

Living things depend on each other and the environment
to survive (ACSSU073)

Wattles

Living things have life cycles (ACSSU072)

Triggerplants

Places are both similar and different The location of
Australian states, territories, capital cities and major
regional centres of Western Australia and the location
and identifying attributes of Australia's major natural
features (ACHGK014)

Sundews

Living things can be grouped on the basis of observable
features and can be distinguished from non-living things
(ACSSU044)

Sheoaks

The history of a significant person, building, site or part
of the natural environment in the local community and
what it reveals about the past (ACHHK044)

Peas

The ways in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples maintain connections to their Country/Place
(ACHGK011)

Parasitic Plants

Science involves observing, asking questions about, and
describing changes in, objects and events (ACSHE034)

Orchids

Living things grow, change and have offspring similar to
themselves (ACSSU030)

Myrtle Family

The natural, managed and constructed features of places,
their location on a pictorial map, how they may change
over time (e.g. erosion, revegetated areas, planted crops,
new buildings) and how they can be cared for
(ACHGK005)

Monocots and Herbs

Observable changes occur in the sky and landscape
(ACSSU019)

Heathers

Living things live in different places where their needs are
met (ACSSU211)

Grass Trees

Living things have a variety of external features
(ACSSU017)
The reasons some places are special to people and how
they can be looked after, including Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples' places of significance (ACHGK004)
The representation of familiar places, such as schools,
parks and lakes on a pictorial map (ACHGK001)
Participate in guided investigations and make
observations using the senses (ACSIS011)
Living things have basic needs,
including food and water(ACSSU002)

Banksia Family

Western Australian Curriculum content descriptor links to some common native plants found in the Perth region and Links to
Science and Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) learning areas. (Year 5 –Year 10)
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
SCI
HASS
SCI
SCI
HASS
SCI
HASS
SCI
HASS
SCI
HASS

Kwongan Kids 2016 www.kwongankids.com

The environmental worldviews of people and their
implications for environmental management (ACHGK071)

Zamia

The human-induced environmental changes that
challenge sustainability (e.g. water and atmospheric
pollution, degradation of land, inland and coastal aquatic
environments) (ACHGK070)

Weeds

The theory of evolution by natural selection explains the
diversity of living things and is supported by scientific
evidence (ACSSU185)

Wattles

The distribution and characteristics of biomes as regions
with distinctive climates, soils, vegetation and
productivity (ACHGK060)

Triggerplants

The way the work environment is changing in
contemporary Australia and the implication for current
and future work (ACHEK042)

Sundews

Ecosystems consist of communities of interdependent
organisms and abiotic components of the environment;
matter and energy flow through these systems
(ACSSU176)

Sheoaks

The geographical processes that produce landforms,
including a case study of one type of landform, such as
mountains, volcanoes, riverine or coastal landforms
(ACHGK050)

Peas

The spiritual, cultural and aesthetic value of landscapes
and landforms for people, including Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples
(ACHGK049)

Parasitic Plants

The different types of landscapes in Australia and their
distinctive landform features (e.g. coastal, riverine, arid,
mountain) (ACHGK048)

Orchids

Multi-cellular organisms contain systems of organs
carrying out specialised functions that enable them to
survive and reproduce (ACSSU150)

Myrtle Family

The importance of conserving the remains of the
ancient past, including the heritage of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples (ACDSEH148)

Monocots and Herbs

The quantity and variability of Australia's water
resources compared with those in other continents
(ACHGK039)
Interactions between organisms can be described in
terms of food chains and food webs; human activity can
affect these interactions (ACSSU112)

Heathers

Classification helps organise the diverse group of
organisms (ACSSU111)

Grass Trees

The growth and survival of living
things are affected by physical
conditions of their environment
(ACSSU094)
Features of environments (e.g. climate, landforms,
vegetation) influence human activities and the built
features of places (ACHGK028)
The way people alter the environmental characteristics
of Australian places (e.g. vegetation clearance, fencing,
urban development, drainage, irrigation, farming, forest
plantations, mining) (ACHGK027)
Living things have structural features and adaptations
that help them to survive in their environment
(ACSSU043)

Banksia Family

Western Australian Curriculum content descriptor links to some common native plants found in the Perth region and Links to Senior Secondary Subjects
Aboriginal and Intercultural Studies
Biology
Integrated Science
Year 11
Year 12
Year 11
Year 12
Year 11

Parasitic Plants

Peas

Sheoaks

Sundews

Triggerplants

Wattles

Weeds

Zamia
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Unit 2: Biodiversity and Conservation
conduct investigations, including soil sampling and
analysis, water testing and ecological surveying, safely,
competently and methodically for the collection of
valid and reliable data, biodiversity changes naturally
over time and varies due to differences in location,
human population growth is the main driver of the
pressures on biodiversity, with increased demand on
resources to meet requirements for survival,
biodiversity is threatened through deterioration of
habitat quality, the decline in reproduction and survival
of plant and animal species is affected by: invasive
species and pathogens, pressures from stock animals,
pollution by chemical and/or solid waste, changed
hydrology caused by over-extraction, nutrient loading
and changes to local climate, monitoring of ecosystems
provides information on the number and distribution
of species; data for analysing ecosystems are derived
from surveying techniques

Orchids

Unit 4: Surviving in a Changing Environment
understand the mechanisms by which plants and
animals use homeostasis to control their internal
environment in a changing external environment,
understand the ways in which infection, transmission
and spread of disease occur in vector-borne diseases

Myrtle Family

Unit 3: Continuity of Species
understand the processes and mechanisms that
explain how life on Earth has persisted, changed and
diversified over the last 3.5 billion years

Monocots and Herbs

Unit 1: Ecosystems and Biodiversity
understand how classification helps to organise,
analyse and communicate data about biodiversity,
understand that ecosystem diversity and dynamics can
be described and compared with reference to biotic
and abiotic components and their interactions,
understand how theories and models have developed
based on evidence from multiple disciplines; and the
uses and limitations of biological knowledge in a range
of contexts, use science inquiry skills to design,
conduct, evaluate and communicate investigations into
biodiversity and flows of matter and energy in a range
of ecosystems, evaluate, with reference to empirical
evidence, claims about relationships between and
within species, diversity of and within ecosystems, and
energy and matter flows, communicate biological
understanding using qualitative and quantitative
representations in appropriate modes and genres.

Heathers

Unit 4: heritage and cultural identity in the context of
Australia.

Grass Trees

Cultural perspectives: the importance of Aboriginal
customary law, significant sites, song-lines, and the passing
on of knowledge
Unit 1: the relationship Indigenous Peoples in
Australia and other countries have with the
environment.

Cultural perspectives: variations in perspectives about
people, events, experiences, beliefs and values
Place and belonging: Aboriginal spiritual links with places
as told through the Dreamings, Aboriginal Peoples’ diverse
adaptations to the environment, Aboriginal Peoples’
impacts on the natural environment, traditional land and
sea management practices, including the uses of fire,

Banksia Family

